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“a Second Career / s

Peggy Fiandaca relnvents herself as leading Arlzonan
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BY ALISON BAILIN BATZ

n 1804 France, Barbe-Nicole Clicquot
IPonsardin was left a veuve, which
translates to widow. With her husband’s
death, Madame Clicquot inherited holdings
in banking, wool trading and a vineyard,
the latter of which many said was a waste of
time. She, however, saw opportunity. Within
six years, she created the first-ever recorded
vintage of champagne in the region and
pioneered riddling, a technique that effectively
removes the cloudiness present in champagne.
As aresult, champagne became a mainstream
beverage of choice worldwide.
More than 200 years later, women continue
to innovate the wine industry, including Peggy
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Fiandaca, who proves it is never too late to
follow a dream.

Fromurban planning
tovineyardrows

For more than three decades, Fiandaca’s
career was rooted in cityscapes rather than
vineyards. As an accomplished urban planner,
she shaped communities across Arizona and
even became the first woman recognized as
an Arizona Planning Pioneer by the Arizona
Planning Association. But as the years passed,
she felt the pull of another passion that had
long been waiting in the wings: wine. Instead
of slowing down as retirement approached,

Fiandaca made the bold decision to reinvent
herself, swapping blueprints for grapevines.

In 2008, alongside her husband, Curt
Dunham, Fiandaca planted the first vines of
LDV Winery in the high desert of Southern
Arizona. The land wasn't the easy, lush ter-
rain of Napa or Bordeaux — it was rugged,
unpredictable and challenging. But Fianda-
ca’s experience in planning communities gave
her a unique perspective. She approached the
vineyard not just as a farm, but as a long-term
project with layers of possibility.

Building LDV Winery

Today, LDV Winery spans 13 acres of es-
tate vineyards in the Chiricahua Mountains,
where Fiandaca and Dunham focus on Rhone
varietals such as Grenache, Syrah, Viognier
and Petite Sirah. These grapes thrive in the
high-altitude terroir, where dramatic temper-
ature swings and volcanic soil contribute to
wines of remarkable character. The winery
produces between 3,000 and 4,000 cases an-
nually, each bottle a reflection of Fiandaca’s
hands-on approach and her determination to
showcase Arizona wine on the national stage.

LDV’s wines are estate-grown and es-
tate-produced, a rarity in Arizona, ensuring

FIANDACA continues onpage 11
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Peggy Fiandaca with one her recent bottlings of
LDV Wine. (LDV Winery/Submitted)
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FIANDACA continued from page 9

that Fiandaca has influence over every step
of the process — from tending the vines to
blending and bottling. Her attention to de-
tail has helped LDV gain acclaim not just as
a winery, but as proof that Arizona deserves
a place among the country’s respected wine
regions.

Reinvention andresilience

Fiandaca’s career pivot is a testament to re-
invention. While some may see starting later
in life as daunting, she views it as invigorat-
ing. The skills honed during her decades as an
urban planner — strategic thinking, patience
and a knack for envisioning potential where
others saw obstacles — translated seamlessly
into viticulture. Where many might hesitate,
Fiandaca leaned in, proving that passion
paired with discipline can yield extraordinary
results at any stage of life.

The heart of Scottsdale

While the vineyard is in Southern Arizona,
Fiandaca has also cultivated a home for LDV’s
wines in the heart of Old Town Scottsdale.
The LDV Winery Tasting Room is a vibrant

Peggy Fiandaca’s LDV Tasting Roomin Scottsdale. (LDV Winery/Submitted)

extension of the vineyard, offering tastings,
tlights, and bottles to enjoy on-site or to go.
Visitors can explore LDV’s current varietals in
a welcoming space that reflects the winery’s
philosophy: approachable yet sophisticated.

The tasting room also serves as a communi-
ty hub, where wine lovers gather for special
events, educational sessions and seasonal cel-
ebrations.

Fiandaca often greets guests, sharing stories

of the vineyard and guiding them through the
nuances of each pour. For her, the tasting room
isn’t just a business; it is a way to connect, in-
spire and educate people about Arizona wine.

Beyond the vineyard and tasting room,
Fiandaca has embraced modern storytelling
as well. She hosts “Wine Time with Peggy,”
a monthly podcast and YouTube series where
she breaks down everything from wine termi-
nology to food pairings, vineyard updates and
behind-the-scenes glimpses of harvest season.

Alegacyinthe making

Just as Madame Clicquot changed the face
of champagne centuries ago, Fiandaca is re-
shaping perceptions of Arizona wine today.
Her journey proves that success doesn’t always
follow a straight line — and that it’s never too
late to start something new. What began as a
leap of faith in 2008 has grown into a thriving
winery, a bustling tasting room and a respect-
ed voice in the wine community. B

LDV Winery

|[dvwinery.com

G OT NEWS? Contact Christina Fuoco-Karasinski at christina@timeslocalmedia.com

Continue to do the things you love in our
Active Senior Community!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Enjoy Life in Your

210 Studio & One Bedroom Apartments
« Utilities, cable tv channels & WIFI included
+ Small pets welcome
+ Well landscaped grounds with multile patio areas to enjoy the outdoors

Spacious Apartments
+ With private bath
« Kitchen includes stove/oven & refrigerator/freezer
+ Heating & AC thermostat to control for your comfort
+ Laundry on every floor

Fun & Friendships Galore
* Bingo, card games, book clubs & more
« INTERGENERATIONAL programs
» Monthly birthday celebrations with live entertainment
* Holiday Parties
+ Opportunities for spiritual expression

RENT IS
ONLY 30% OF
INCOME!

For more information, please call

Kivel Manor (602) 443-8039

Conveniently located 1 block north of Thomas
3040 N. 36th Street « Phoenix, AZ 85018

Kivel Manor Apartment \Y

Kivel Manor is a senior community for those 62
years of age or more whose yearly income is less
than the HUD maximum of $57,600 ($65,800/
couple). Rent is only 30% of yearly income and
includes utilities, even basic cable channels.
Located in the beautiful Arcadia neighborhood,
it has been a part of the community for over 60
years although you might think the beautifully
landscaped and immaculately maintained campus
is much newer.

Kivel has both studio and 1-bedroom apartments
and all have a private bathroom equipped with
grab bars. Additional features include Emergency
pull cords in every bath and bedroom area. The
apartments’ kitchens are equipped with both a
stove/oven and a large refrigerator/freezer. Ev-
ery apartment has a clothing closet, linen closet,
and pantry providing storage. Cleaning should
be a breeze as flooring has been updated to an
attractive wood look vinyl. Each apartment has
its own thermostat you can set for your personal
comfort. And when laundry calls, step out your

door and down the hall to a clean and very inex-
pensive laundry room! Whether you are coming
or going there are two elevators in each building.
Should you have any issues, our maintenance
staff is very responsive, and someone is on call
after hours for emergencies.

Kivel’s Activity Department offers many ways
to enjoy your days whether discussing current
events over coffee, exercising with your neigh-
bors, playing challenging games or tapping your
feet to the live entertainment at our monthly Birth-
day parties, special events and holiday parties.

If cooking is not what you want to do, one meal
a day is available for purchase. Prepared by our
highly experienced staff, the food is always deli-
cious and nutritious. It can be delivered to your
door or if circumstances permit, you may enjoy it
in our beautiful dining/event room.

Our Social Workers are available to assist you
with problems you may encounter such as with
Social Security and much more. Also, our caring
front desk staff can answer questions and always
strive be helpful.

If you would like to pick up an application, the re-
ceptionist is available seven days a week between
8:30 AM and 4:30 PM. If you have questions or
would like an application mailed to you, please call
the Kivel Leasing Office at 602-443-8039.

CALL (602) 443-8039

Non-profit « Non-sectarian
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From Dugouts to Rooftops

How Elliot Clark found his true calling later in life

BY ALISON BAILIN BATZ

r Elliot Clark, life has always been
FZbout coaching. Whether on the
ballfield as a young player, in the locker

room as a graduate assistant at Arizona State
University, or now on rooftops across Arizona,
the common thread has been teaching,
leading, and inspiring others. It just took him
a few decades — and a few career pivots — to
figure out where that passion truly belonged.

Startinginsports

Clark was born in Eden Prairie, a suburb
outside Minneapolis, where sports consumed
much of his youth. Baseball was his first love,
though he also played basketball and foot-
ball. He was rarely the biggest or fastest on
the team, but he excelled in one crucial way:
he understood the game. Clark could see the
blueprint of plays unfolding before others did,
and he had a knack for explaining it clearly.

Much of that came from his father, who
doubled as a coach on many of his teams.
Watching him mentor players left a lasting
impression. “Coaching wasn’t just about wins
and losses,” Clark recalled. “It was about help-
ing kids grow into themselves.” By the time
he neared high school graduation, Clark had
abandoned any lingering dreams of going pro
and instead focused on a future in coaching.

Moving out west
That dream led him west to Arizona State

SOLO continued from page 12

keeping your skin soft and healthy.

* Feet are often neglected in the shower, but
they accumulate a lot of grime. Cleaning
them properly reduces the risk of infections
and keeps your skin in good condition.

* Scrubbing your feet can stimulate circula-
tion, which is especially beneficial for peo-
ple with diabetes or circulation issues.

“I've washed mine over 900 times,” she said.
“I put it right back on, so you don’t have to
keep spending money on replacement pads
and all this craziness. I have literally called
every single person I know. I'm proud of what
I have done.” B

Solo Beauty
solobeautyroc.com
Woman owned, American made

University, where he studied secondary ed-
ucation and served as a student manager for
the basketball team. Eventually, he earned a
graduate assistant role, giving him a glimpse
of life on the sidelines. But reality soon set in.
The long hours, grueling travel, and uncer-
tain climb to land a coveted coaching position
forced him to reconsider. Coaching at a high
level might mean sacrificing 15 to 20 years of
his life for a shot at one big break.

“I'loved the game, but I also wanted a life,”
Clark said.

So, he pivoted into sales. His natural abil-
ity to motivate, mentor, and strategize trans-
lated seamlessly into leading teams, and he
thrived financially. Along the way, he formed
bonds with colleagues, including one team-
mate named Zach Costa. At the time, Clark
couldn’t have imagined how important that
friendship would become years later.

Pivoting, partone

While sales provided stability, it lacked the
fulfillment Clark craved. To scratch the itch,
he joined alocal softball team with the United

v{,
o

(Left) Elliot Clark transitioned from a career in sports to a leadership role at Valley Roofing & Repair; (Above)
Just one of Elliott’s hundreds of roofing projects across Arizona. (Valley Roofing & Repair/Submitted)

States Specialty Sports Association (USSSA),
a governing body for multiple sports. At first,
it was just weekend fun. But as the team ex-
celled, Clark’s role expanded. Before long,
USSSA tapped him to run tournaments,
eventually promoting him to national director
of the men’s softball program. He was soon
organizing events with thousands of partic-
ipants, including showcases at Disneyland.

The work allowed Clark to merge business
skills with his love of sports, but it came with
its own demands. The constant travel again
strained his work-life balance. That’s when
Costa reentered the picture, this time as a
player on one of Clark’s teams. He was also
out of sales, now working as a construction
professional specializing in roofing. Clark ad-
mits he initially thought roofing was an odd
choice, but he couldn’t ignore how balanced
and happy Costa seemed.

As they reconnected, Costa revealed that
much of his own success in sales and beyond
came from Clark’s early coaching. In turn,
he began nudging Clark toward considering
a career change himself. Roofing, Costa ex-
plained, wasn’t just about shingles and repairs
— it was about building teams, mentoring
employees and serving communities.

Up on theroof

The idea simmered for years until, in 2022,
Clark took the leap. He joined Costa in the

GOT NEWS?

roofing business, first learning the ropes on
the sales side and then gradually stepping into
a leadership role. The parallels with sports
were striking. He was coaching again — just
in a new arena.

Today, Clark is a leader at Valley Roofing
& Repair, which officially launched in early
2025. In just months, the company has grown
to more than 20 professionals, with Clark at
the center of customer service, recruiting and
training statewide. The work is hands-on,
whether he is educating homeowners on repair
options, guiding crews through a project, or
mentoring new hires.

And true to his roots, he hasn’t left sports
behind entirely. Valley Roofing & Repair re-
cently donated a new roof to alocal high school
baseball program, a gesture that brought
Clark’s journey full circle.

“Coachingiswholam,” Clark said, adding
life is better than ever at home thanks to his
wife, Courtney, and daughter, Chloe. “I just
never expected it would take a hard hatand a
rooftop to bring me back to it.”

For Clark, happiness came later in life, not
in the dugouts or sales meetings where he
once thought it might. It came instead with
the chance to mentor, to give back, and to lead
a team once more — building something solid
enough to last a lifetime.

For more information, visit valleyroofin-
gandrepair.com. M

For more news, visit www.lovinlife.com
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